Dear GAIA members in the US: 

 The incinerator industry is pushing hard to have municipal solid waste incineration added to the renewable electricity standard (RES) in the Waxman-Markey climate bill. Biomass and landfill gas (LFG) are included in the current form of the bill. The RES will be debated early next week (April 20-23, approximately), and it is important to share community perspectives on the problems of including incinerators, landfill gas and biomass in the RES!

 Go here to send a letter: http://tinyurl.com/dav94a
 It is also important to call the members of the House Energy and Commerce committee. More information about making calls is below. To stop garbage burners from being added to the renewables standard, we need calls and pressure into House Energy and Commerce committee members now!

Thanks, Monica  

PHONE CALLS: 

It is urgent that we all make phone calls on Monday – I don’t know what the likelihood of removing landfill gas and biomass from the RES is, but there is a very strong likelihood that MSW incinerators will be ADDED to the RES early next week if we don’t make a big impact. Below is a list of members of the House Energy and Commerce committee, grouped by guesses about where they stand on the issue of a “strong RES” and thus how much they might agree with us. 

 1-202-225-3121 is the congressional switchboard ––ask to be connected to the office of the representative you’re calling for.

 Please do the following:
1.       If your representative is on the list, please call them first, no matter what we expect them to think about the issue! 

2.       Please take time to call the offices of Waxman and Markey, authors of the bill (and chairs of this committee and a subcommittee)

3.       If you have time to call others, please call offices in groups B, C, D below! 

 Here are some ideas to use during the call – change this as much as you want! Most staff people won’t want to talk, so be ready to say very clearly what you want. If you can add a short personal perspective about how you, your family, your community has been impacted, or would be impacted, that would be helpful!

I’m calling about the renewable electricity standard (RES) in the Waxman-Markey Climate Bill 

Ask to speak to the staff person working on that issue 
if you are a constituent, say so (they will probably ask – if you are not a constituent, be prepared to say something very short, they probably won’t want to listen long.)
I’m calling because the industries are greenwashing dirty technologies that are bad for the climate and toxic for communities 
Please continue to KEEP trash incinerators OUT of the RES – incinerators emit more CO2 than coal plants

Landfill gas should be REMOVED from the RES –  landfills are a leading source of methane

Biomass should be REMOVED from the RES – we need to build more biomass in nature so it can absorb more carbon (not burn biomass!)

· If asked what you would want to include in an RES, you could say something like: An effective RES would focus on truly renewable and safe energy sources: for example, wind, solar, ocean, and micro hydropower, as well as energy conservation and efficiency.

 If you have a clarifying question, I request that you write to me directly to reduce the amount of messages going to this list. If I need to clarify or correct anything in this email, I will resend it to the list.  If you have a conversation with someone who sounds supportive, please email me to tell me who it was.

Off we go everyone – thanks for making calls!

Monica  -- monica@no-burn.org – 510-883-9490x103

 + + + MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE ENERGY AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE + + +
A group: Want strong RES, call to tell them to exclude dirty technologies from RES, ask them to get support from others
Doris O. Matsui, CA     

Jerry McNerney, CA     

Anna G. Eshoo, CA  

Lois Capps, CA   

Henry A. Waxman, CA, Chair (staff: Greg Dotson)

Jane Harman, CA   

Diana DeGette, CO (staff: Steve Plevniak)
Christopher S. Murphy, CT     

Kathy Castor, FL     

Bruce L. Braley, IA     

Jan Schakowsky, IL (staff: Isaac Brown)
Edward J. Markey, MA (staff: Morgan Gray)
John P. Sarbanes, MD     

Frank Pallone, Jr., NJ (staff: Tim Delmonico)
Anthony D. Weiner, NY   

Eliot L. Engel, NY   

Donna M. Christensen, VI     

Peter Welch, VT  

Jay Inslee, WA (staff: James Bradbury)
Tammy Baldwin, WI   

 B group: Leaning towards a strong RES, call to tell them to exclude dirty technologies from RES
Mary Bono Mack, CA 

Bobby L. Rush, IL   

Baron P. Hill, IN     

Betty Sutton, OH     

 C group: Undecided about RES who should hear your side of the story
Bart Stupak, MI   

G.K. Butterfield, NC   

Zachary T. Space, OH     

Mike Doyle, PA   (staff: Dave Lucas)

Charles A. Gonzalez, TX   

 D group: Leaning against strong RES but important that they hear your side of the story
Mike Ross, AR   

John Barrow, GA     

John D. Dingell, MI (staff: Katie Murtha)

Bart Gordon, TN   

Gene Green, TX  

 Jim Matheson, UT   

Rick Boucher, VA   

 E group: Leaning against strong RES and possibly the climate bill
George Radanovich, CA 

John Shimkus, IL 

Fred Upton, MI 

Greg Walden, OR 

Tim Murphy, PA 

 F group: Opposed to strong RES and possibly the climate bill
John B. Shadegg, AZ 

Cliff Stearns, FL 

Nathan Deal, GA 

Phil Gingrey, GA

Steve Buyer, IN 

Ed Whitfield, KY 

Steve Scalise, LA 

Charlie Melancon, LA   

Roy Blunt, MO 

Mike Rogers, MI 

Sue Wilkins Myrick, NC 

Lee Terry, NE 

John Sullivan, OK 

Joseph R. Pitts, PA 

Marsha Blackburn, TN 

Ralph M. Hall, TX 

Joe Barton, TX
Michael C. Burgess, TX 

