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Wanted: Other Parents and Other Concerned Citizens to Join Me in Speaking Out Against Toxic Toys

Dear fellow parents and other concerned citizens:

I am the mother of two wonderful girls, a 2 year-old and a 3 1/2 year-old.  The girls love playing in the play kitchen and preparing recipes for me.  One dish that has been served many times is corn on the cob.  I would order a corn on the cob and the girls would get it for me.  They would of course try some themselves first.  Being young children their mouths were always on the play corn even though I urged them to "just pretend."

Imagine my absolute horror when after taking the corn along with some of their other toys to a toy testing done by the Ecology Center, the play corn tested many times the legal limit of lead. It also had significant levels of barium, chromium, arsenic, and mercury!  It was such a bizarre reading that the testers retested it twice to make sure the machine was calibrated correctly.  As a mother I am frightened to know that there are so many hazards to my children's health and outraged that many of them are products like toys that are marketed directly for children. 

As a citizen and a parent, I am motivated to get the word out and raise the consciousness of our community.  We need to help all of our children grow up in a safe and healthy environment. In the next few weeks, our state legislators will have the chance to vote on a bill that would protect children from the threat of toxic toys by giving parents the information we need to make responsible choices as to which toys are safe for their children.  

As parents, we have a responsibility to speak out regarding threats to the health of our children.  Please join me in taking two simple actions to help protect children from toxic toys.

Sincerely,

Sarah Barba
Harper Woods, MI

Here are two simple things you can do to help.

1)  Ask your state representatives and state senators to support the Safe Children's Products Act.  Click here to take action 

2)  Share your personal stories and photos:  An image is worth a thousand words.
The Michigan Network for Children's Environmental Health (MNCEH) is creating a photo collage of photos of parents, children and their toys asking the important question "Is this toy toxic?" and demanding a "right to know."  We will use these photos in a colage at public events in support of this bill and in electronic comunications.  Only with your help, can we make sure parents have a right to know what dangers lurk in their child's toys!

Here's how:

1. Compose an email to rob@ecocenter.org with the subject line:  "Am I Toxic?"

2.   In the body of the email, please include the following: First name, Last name, and Zip code. Also, please add a personalized comment/caption for the photo expressing why this issue is of concern for you and your family. 

3. Attach the image of your children, yourself, your family, or your friends with toys, "Are these toys toxic?" signs, etc. -- and send! 

Protect Children's Health!



Send a message to your state representative and senator







Share your personal stories and photos:  A photo is worth a thousand words.


For More Information:
Robert Fish
Michigan Network for Children's Environmental Health

(734) 761-3186 x 125 (office) 
rob@ecocenter.org

http://www.mnceh.org

 HYPERLINK "http://salsa.democracyinaction.org/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=u4Z0iQhhZHER5P8R%2F9tyuU2ys%2Bn5dMjp" 
http://www.healthytoys.org
http://www.healthycar.org
The Ecology Center is one of the founders and lead organizations in the Michigan Network for Children's Environmental Health. 

Make a donation to support the Michigan Network for Children's Environmental Health. 

This mailing was sent to donele@dwej.org because you are subscribed to receive action alerts from the Ecology Center. Manage your subscriptions here.



Michigan Network Members: American Academy of Pediatrics (Michigan Chapter) • Arab Community Center for Economic and Social Services (ACCESS) • Association for Children's Mental Health • Autism Society of Michigan • Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination • Clean Water Fund • Clinton County Family Resource Center • Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice • East Michigan Environmental Action Council • Ecology Center • Healthy Homes Coalition of West Michigan • Learning Disabilities Association (LDA) of Michigan • Local Motion • Michigan Coalition for Children and Families • Michigan Environmental Council • Michigan League of Conservation Voters Education Fund • Michigan Nurses Association • Science and Environmental Health Network • Voices for Earth Justice 
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